A case of aortic atresia associated with right aortic arch is described. This is the second case in the literature. The diagnosis of aortic atresia was made prior to death by right heart catheterization with angiocardiography and this was confirmed at autopsy. The necessity of an early and accurate diagnosis of this disease is discussed for providing more opportunity of surgical treatment.
This is the second case in the literature of aortic atresia associated with right aortic arch.
DISCUSSION
Congenital cardiovascular anomalies are one of the major causes of death in newborn infants, and aortic atresia is generally considered to be rare. This defect has been intractable and the prognosis hopeless. But, 2 cases in the literature are of special interest. One is a patient who survived long with hypoplastic left heart syndrome, including aortic atresia.2) This may reveal a desirable hemodynamics contributing to long life and give a suggestion to surgical approach. The other9) is a case of successful surgical palliation for this syndrome. In our case, the patient lived for 31 days, a life-span longer than the mean survival of 3 to 5 days reported by the previous authors.1),3), 7) This may mainly be due both to the patent foramen ovale of appropriate 
